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br pb Fay > purer ag But howſoever, in 
the common Manage, . «Herefie and Schiſm are but 
ridiculous Terms, yet the Things in themſelves are 


It is then a Matter of no ſmall Importance, truly 
to deſcry the Nature of them, and they on the 
contrary ſtrengthen themſelves, who through the 
Iniquity of Men and Times are injuriouſly ed 
with them. 1 | 

Schiſm (for of Hereſie we ſhall not now treat, ex- 
cept is be by Accident, and that by occaſion of a 
general Miſtake, ſpread through all the Writings of 
the Ancients, ig which their Names are familiarly 
confounded :) Schiſm, I ſay, upon the very Sound of 
the Word, imports Diviſiaon; Diviſion is not. but 
where Communion is or ought to be: Now Commu- 
nion is the Strength and Ground of all Society, = 

a A 2 ther 


Conſcience, but open Separation; ſo that Sbm, if 


we would define it, is nothing elſe but an unneceſſary 


bie Church of which they were once Members. Now, 
As in Mutinies and Civil Diſſentions there are two 
Attendants in Ordinary belonging unto them; one 
the Choice of one Elector or Guide, in place of the 


general or ordinary Governor, to rule and guide; the 


other the appointing of ſome publick Place or Ren- 
dexvous, where publick Meetings muſt be celebra- 
ted: So in Church - diſſentions and Quarrels, tro A 

purtenances there are, which ſerve to make Scbhiſm 
compleat. * W 37% 3 20 0 
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4 Tract concerning Schiſin. Fs 
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the freer, thing very — the An 


To know no more than this, 1 


had been ei to direct you how you are to judge, 
and what to of Schiſm and Scbiſmaticks z yer, 


becauſe of the Aucients, (by whom many are more af- 
frighted than hurt) much is ſaid, and many fearful 
Dooms pronounced in this Caſe, We will deſcend a 
little to conſider of Scbeſm, as it were by way of 
Story, and that partly farther to that which we 
ve laid in General, by inſtancing in Particulars, and 
partly to diſabuſt thoſe who reverencing Antiquity 
more than needs, have ſoffer*'d themſelves to be ſcar d 
with Imputation of Schiſm above due meaſure ; for, 
what the Avcients ſpake by way of Cenſure of Schi/m in 
General, is moſt true; for they ſaw (and it is no great 
matter to ſee ſo much) that unadviſed and open Fancy 
to break the Knot of Union betwixt Man and Man, 
(eſpecially amongſt Chriſtians, upon whom, above all 
other kind of Men, theTye of Love and Communion 
doth moſt eſpecially reſt) was a Crime hardly par- 
donable, and that nothing abſolves Men from the 
Guilt of it, but true and unpretended Conſcience : 
Yet when they came to pronounce of Schiſm in Par- 
ticular, (whether it was becauſe of their own Intereſt, 
A 3 or 


6 A Tract concerning Schiſm. 
or that they faw' not the T or for what other 


Party is the 
but he that is the cauſe 


ſeparates, 


of ſeparation, is the Schiſmatick. 


Secondly, There is a Schiſm in which both Parties 
are the Schiſmaticks; for, where the occaſion of ſe- 
n „ „neither ſide can be excuſed 

the Guilt of Schiſm. 7 

But you will ask, Who ſhall — Woh 
neceſſary? Indeed, it is a Queſtion which been 
often made, but 1 think ſcarcely ever truly anſwered, 
not becauſe it is a Point of depth and difficulty 


ruly to aſſoil it, but becauſe the true Solution of it 


c 

ca _—_ the tail _ 9 — with — 
piece o rine which is to 

riors :) to you for the preſent this ſhall ſuffice. 

If ſo be ou be anima defecato, if you have cleared 
your ſelf from Froath and Growns, if neither Sloth, 
nor Fear, nor Ambition, nor any tempting Spirit of 
that nature abuſe you (for theſe and fuch as theſe are 
the true Impeditnents, why both that, and other = 
ſtions of the like danger are not truly anſwer'd) if all 
this be, and yet you know not how to frame your Ree 
ſolution, and ſettle your ſelf for that doubt; I will ſay 
no moreof you than was ſail of Papias, St. Jahn s own 
Scholar, Your Abilities are not ſo good as I preſumed. 

But to go on with what I intended, and from that 
that diverted me, that you may the better judge of 
the nature of Schiſms by their occaſions, yon ſhall find 
that all Schjſms have crept into the Church by one of 
theſe three ways, either upon matter of Fact, or upon 
matter of Opinion, or point of Ambition; for the 
firſt, I call that matter of Fact, when ſomething js 
required 
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ok the 
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Time for ale le 
by Qyeſtion, 
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ter tho moſt unneceſſary, moſt. vaig, yet cauſed 
great a Combuſtion as ever was in ne be 
Weſt and refuſing Communion with the 


* the World were 
| goal tl, hae e op 
. 

bat they didout of Conſe 
ESE 


amined not the things which they were taught, 


like Beaſts of Burthen, patiently couch'd down, an 
indifferently underwent whatſoever their Superiors 
laid upon them. By the way, by this we may plaialy ſee 
the danger of our A to Antiquity, for Reſoly- 
tion in controv oints of Faith, and how ſmall 
Relief we are to e from thence; for, if the Di- 
cretion of the Guides and Dire&tors of the 
Church did in a Point fo trivial, ſo inconſiderable, 
ſo mainly fail them, as not to ſee the Truth in a Sub- 
ject, wherein it is the greateſt Marvel how they 
could avoid the Sight of it, Can we, without the Im- 
tion of great Groſsneſs and Folly, think fo poor- 
pirited Peatons competent Judges of the Queſtions 
no.] 


Schiſmaticks, 


in all Places, Good i 
ther, there could be no Church by — Poll 


| fre one thing is very remarkable :! The 
Truth was there; where-it was, by meer Chaube, and 
Might have been on either fide; che reuſon brought 
-by eicher Patty notwithſtanding: For tho? it were 
ite faZo, . that pdrs Donati ſhut up in Afridk; was 
the only Orthodox Party, yet it might be true, not- 
. any thing St. Auguſtine brings to con- 
Lute it; and on the contrary, cho' it were de ſuto, 
"Erve, that the Patt of Chriſtians àiſperſed over the 
"Whole Earth were Orthodox, yet it might have been 
Falſe, notwithſtanding any thing St. Avgn#ine brings 
to confirm it. For here, or amongſt whom, or how 
| navy 


A: Tract concerning-Schiſm. 9 
many the Qhorch ſhall be, or is, is a thing indifferent; it 
may be in any Number, more or leſs, it may be in any 
Place, Country or Nation, it may be in all, and, for ought 
I now, it may be in none, without the Prejudice to the 
of a Church, or the Truth of the Goſpel, North 
7. or Sauth z many or few; diſperſed in many Places, or con- 
| ___ — one: None of theſe do either prove or diſprove 
4 * 


g No this Scham, and likewiſe that former, to a wiſe 
| Man that well underſtands the Matter in Controverſie, 
may afford perthance Matter of Pity, to ſeeMen ſo ſtrange- 


| ly diſtracted — r doubt or trouble hat to 
| do, it can yield none; for cho in this Scheu the Donati 
1 boesthe Schißmaticł, and in the former boch Parties be e- 


ally engaged in the Schiſm, yet you may ſafely upon your 
Qccations communicate with either, if ſo be mou flatter 
Sebi : For why might it not be lawful 


4 neither in their 
—— with the Dunatiſt, or to celebrate Eaſter 
a ſo require, ſince nei- 


with the Ouartaderiman, if occa 
| ther N „nor Religion, nor Reaſon doth fuggeſt any 
thing of moment to the contrary? For in all PuplickMeet- 
— Holineſz, L, — be nothing done, but 
_ 


brook, why may I not be 
preſeat in them, and uſe communion with them? Nay, 
what if thofe, to whom the execution of the publick Ser- 
vice is committed, do ſomething either unſeemly or ſuſ- 
picious, or peradyenture unlawful? what if the Garments 
they wear be cenſured, nay indeed be ſoſpicious ? what if 
the Geſture or Adoration to be uſed to the Altars, as now 

; we. have learned to ſpeak ? what if the Homiliſt have 
preached or delivered any Doctrine of the Truth, of 
which we. are not well perſwaded ? a thing which very 
often falls out; yet for all this we may not ſeparate, ex- 
we be conſtrained perſonally to bear part in them 

our ſelves. The Prieſts under Ely had ſo ill demeaned 
themſelves about the daily Sacrifices, that the Scripture 
tells us, they made them to ſtink ;; yet the People refuſed 
not to come to the Tabernacle, nor to bring their Sacri- 
fice tothe Prieſt : For in thoſe Schi/ms which concern Fact, 
nothing can be a juſt cauſe of refuſing of Communion, — 
ü B only 
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10 A Tract concerning Schiſm. 
only to require the execution of ſome unlauful or ſuſpe- 
Qed Act; for not only in Reaſon, but in Religion too, 
that Maxim admits of no Releaſe, Cautiſſimi cujuſque Præ- 
ceptum quod dubit as ne feceris. Long, it was ere the Chureh 
fell upon Schiſm, upon this occaſion, tho? of late it had 
very many; for until the fecond Council of Nice, in which 
irreconcilable Superſtition and Ignorance did conſpire, 1 
ſay, until the Rout did ſet up Image-worſhip, there was 
not any remarkable Schi m upon jaſt occaſion of Fact; all 
the reſt of Schiſins of that kind were but Wantons, this 
was truly ſerious; in this the Schiſmatical Party was the 
Synod it ſelf, and ſuch as conſpired with it, for, or con- 
cerning the Uſe of Images in Sacrifices. : 

Firſt, It is acknowledged by all that it is a thing un- 
neceſſary. n | | 

Secondly, It is by moſt ſuſpected. 


Thirdly, It is by many held utterly-untawfol. Can 


then the enjoining of ſuch a thing be ought elſe but a- 
buſe ? or can the refuſal of Communion here be thought 
any other thing than Duty? Here, or upon the like oc- 
caſion to ſepatate, may peradventure bring perſonal trou- 
ble or danger; (againſt which it concerns any honeſt 
Man to have pectus — :) farther harm it cannot 
do, fo that in theſe you cannot bs to ſeek what to 
think, or what you have to do. * 
Come we then to conſider a little of the ſecond ſort 
of: Schiſm, ariſing upon occaſion of variety of Opinion: 
It hath been the common Diſeaſe of Chriſtians from the 
beginning, not to content themſelves with that meaſure 
of Faith which God and-Scriptures have expreſly affor-- 
ded us, but out of a vain Deſire to know more than is 
revealed, they have attempted to deviſe things, of which 
we have no. Light, neither from Reaſon nor Revelation; 
neither have they reſted here, but uponPretence of Church- 
authority (which is-none,) or Tradition (which for the 
moſt part is but-feigned,) they have peremptorily conclu- 
ded, and confidently impoſed upon others, a neceſſity of 
entertaining Concluſions of that Nature, and, to ſtrength- 


en themſelves, have broken out into Diviſions and Facti- 


ans, oppaling Man to Man, Synod ta Synod, till the _ 


j 
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4 Tract concerning Schiſm. Tf 
of the Church vaniſhed, without all poſſibility of Recaj.: 
Hence aroſe thoſe ancient and many Separations 3 
Chriſtians, occaſioned by Arianiſm, Emtichianiſm, Neſto- 
riani/m, Photinianiſm, Sabellianiſm, and many more, both 
ancient, and in our time; all which indeed are but Names 
of Schiſm - Howſoever, in the common Language of the 
Fathers, they were called-Herefies ; for Hereſie is an Act 
of the Wil, not of the Reaſon, and is indeed a Lye and 
not a Miſtake, elſe how could that of Auſtin go for true, 
Errare poſſum, Flæreticus eſſe nols : Indeed Manicbaniſm, 
V alentinianiſm, Macedoniamſm, Mabometiſm, are truly and 
properly Hereſjes : For we know that the Authors of them 
received them not, but invented them themſelves, and ſo 
knew what they taught to be a Lye; but can any Man 
avouch that Arius and Neſtorius, and others that taught 
erroneouſly concerning the Trinity, and the Perſon of 
our Saviour, did maliciouſly invent what they tapght, 
and not rather fall upon it by error and miſtake ? Till that 
be done, and upon good evidence, we will think no worſe 
of all Parties than needs we muſt, and take theſe Reuts 
1a the Church to be at the worſt hut Schiſms, upon mat- 
ter of Opinion, In which caſe, what we are todo, is not 
a point of any great depth of underſtanding to diſcover, 
if ſo be diſtemper and partiality do not intervene : ] do 
not ſee, that opinionum varictas & opini antium wnitas, are 
Are are, or that Men af different Opinions in Chriſtian 
Religion may not hold Commypgion in Sacris, and both go 
to one Church. Why may I not go, if Occahon require, 
to an Arias Church, ſo there be no Arianiſm expreſs'd in 
their Liturgy ? and were Liturgies and Publick Forms of 
Service ſo framed, as that they admitted not of particu- 
lar and private Fancies, but contained only ſuch things, 
as in which all Chriſtians do agree, Schiſms on Opinion 
were utterly-vaniſh'd : For conſider of all the Liturgies 
that are and ever have been, and remoye from them what- 
ſoever is Scandalous to any Party, and leave nothing but 
what all agree on, and the Evil ſhall be, that the Publick 
Service and Honour of God ſhall go ways-ſoffer. Where- 
as to load our Publick Forms with the Private Fancies 
upon which we differ, is the moſt ſovereign way to per- 

B 2 petuate 
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15 A Tract concerning Schiſm. 
petuate Schim unto the World's end; Prayer, Confefſi- 
on, Thankſgiving, Reading of Scriptores, Adminiſtra- 
tion of Sacraments in the plaineſt and the ſimpleſt man- 
ner, were Matter enough to,furniſh out a ſufficient Li- 
turgy, tho* nothing either of Private r „ or of 
Church-Pomp, of Garments, or preſcribed Geſtures, 
of Imagery, of Muſick, of Matter concerning the Dead, 
of many Superfluities which creep into the Church, un- 
der the Name of Order and Decency, did interpoſe it ſelf. 
Io charge Churches and Liturgies with things unne- 
ceſlary, was the firſt Beginning of all Superſtition, and 
when Scruple of Conſcience began to be made or preten- 
ded, there Schiſm began to break in; if the ſpecial Guides 
and Fathers of the Church would be a little ſparing of in- 
.cumbring Churches with Superfluities, or not over-rigid 
either in reviving obſolete Cuſtoms, or impoſing new, 
there would be far leſs Cauſe of Schiſm or Superſtition, + 
and all the Inconvenience were likely to enſue would be 
but this, they ſhould in ſo doing yield a little to the Im- 
beciliry of their Inferiors, a thing which St. Paul would 
never have refuſed to do; mean while, whereſoever 
falſe or ſuſpected Opinions are made a piece of Church- 
Liturgy, he that ſeparates is not the Schiſmaticł, for it is 
alize unlawfol to make profeſſion of known or ſuſpected 
falſnood, as to put in praftiſe unlawful or ſuſpected actions. 
The Third thing I named for Matter of Schiſm was 
Ambition, I mean Epiſcopal Ambition, ſhewing it ſelf e- 
ſpecially in two Heads, one concerning Pluralities of Bi- 
| ſos in divers Sees. Ariſtotle tells us, That Neceſſity can- 
ſeth but ſmall Faults, but Avarice and Ambition were the 
"Mother of great Crimes: Epiſcopal Ambition hath made 
this true, for no Occaſion hath produced more 
more continyons, more ſanguimons Schiſn than this hath 
"done. The Sees of Alexandria, of Conſtantinople, of An- 
" #ioch, and above all of Nome, do abundantly ſhew thus 
much, and alf Eecleſiaſtical Stories witneſs no leſs, of 
--which the greateſt that conſiſts of factionating and tu- 
multuating of great and potent Biſhops. '' | // : 
© Socrates 925 Ning for himſelf, that proſeſſing to 
write an ſtical Story, he did oft times ĩaterlace 
2 | the 
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A Tra&- comcerning Schiſm. 
Actions of ſecular. Princes and other civil Buſineſs, 


the 
5 


were in danger to be cloy'd by reading ſo much of 
the Ads of unquiet and unruly Biſhops, * ur au 
ire, in which, as a Man may fay, they made Butter 
and Cheeſe one of another; for we (that I may ſhew 


* 


you a caſt of my old Office, and open you a Myſtery in 
— rly figoifies to make Butter — 
and —— not made without much — 


of the Milk, bence Tpi«y, by a borrowed and tranſmu- 
ted ſignification, ſignifies to do things with much agita- 
tion and tumult. | 
But that I may a little conſider of the two Heads I 
but now ſpecified, the firſt I mentioned was the Prelacy of 
Biſhops in one See. For the general Practice of the Church, 
ſince the beginning at leaſt ſince the original of Epi ſcopa- 
cy, as now it is, was never to admit at once more than ane 
Biſhop in one See; and ſd far in this point have they been 
careful to preſerve Unity, that they would not have 2 


\ Biſhop in his See to have two Cathedral Churches; which 
thing lately brought us a Book out of France, De Mu- 


machia Epiſcoporum, written by occaſion of the Biſhops of 


Lanęres, who, I know not upon what Fancy, could not be 
content with one Cathedral Church in his Dioceſs, but 
would needs have two, which to the Author of that 


Work ſeems to be a kind of Spiritual Polygamy. It fell 
out amongſt the Ancients very often; ſometimes upon c- 
euſion of difference in Opinions, ſometimes becauſe of 
thoſe who were intereſſed in the Choice of Biſhops 3 that 


two and ſometimes more were ſet up, and all Parties ſtri- 
'ving to maintain their own Biſhop, made themſelves ſe- 


veral Churches, ſeveral Congregations, each reruſing to 
participate with others, and many times proceeding to 


mutual Excommunications. This is that which Cypriar 
- calls Erigere Altare contra Altare : Lo this doth be im- 
pate the Original of all Church-diſorgers ; and if you 
read him, you would think he thought no other Church- 


tumult to be Schym but this. This-perchance may plead 
ſome Excuſe, for, tho' in regard of Religion ir ſelf, it 
matters not whether there be one ot more Biſhops in _ 

io- 


14 A Tract concerning Schiſm. 
Dioceſs; for Epiphanius reckoning up the Biſhopsof Rome, 


makes Peter and Paul the firſt, and St. Auguſtine acknow- 4, 


eth for a time he fate Fellow-Biſhop with his Prede- 
or, tho? he excuſed it, that he did ſo, being ignorant 


that the contrary had been decreed by the Council of 


Nice; yet it being a thing very convenient for the Peace 
of the Church to have it ſo, neither doth it any whit 
favonr of their Miſdemeanor, their Puniſhment ſleeps 
— who unneceſſarily and wantonly go about to in- 
ringe it. 7 r 

But that other Head of Epiſcopal Ambition, concerning 
Supremacy of - > ia divers Sees, one claiming Supre- 
mary over another, as it hath been from time to time, a 
great Treſpaſs againſt the Church's Peace, fo it is now 
the final Ruine of it. The Eaſt and Weſt, through the 
Fury of the two prime Biſhops, being irremediably ſepa- 


rated without all Hope of Reconcilement. And beſides - 


all this Miſchief, it is founded on a Vice contrary to all 
Chriſtian Humility, without which no Man ſhall ſee his 
Saviour; for they do but abuſe themſelves and others, 
that would perſwade us, that Biſhops by Chriſt's Inſtitu- 
tion have any Superiority over other Men farther than of 
Reverence, or that any Biſhop is Superior to another far- 
ther than poſitive Order, agreed upon amongſt Chri- 
ſtians, bath preſcribed; for we have believed him that 
bath told us, that in Jeſus Chriſt there is neither High 
nor Low, and that in giving Honour every Man 
be ready to prefer another before himſelf ; which Saying 
cuts off allClaimcertainly of Superiority,byTitle of Chri- 
ſtianity, except Men think that theſe things were {j 
only to poor and private Men. Nature and Religi 
agree in this, that neither of them hath an hand in this 
Heraldry of Secandum ſub & ſupra : All this comes from 
the Compoſition and Agreement of Men amongſt them- 
ſelves ; wherefore this Abuſe of Chriſtianity, to make it 
Lacquey to Ambition, is a Vice for which I have no ex- 
traordinary Name of Ignomy, and an ordinary I will not 
give ir, leſt you ſhould rake ſo tranſcendent a Vice to be 
but trivial. 

Now concerning Scbiſin ariſing ppon theſe Heads, yqu 

can- 


me, cannot be for Behaviour much to tek; for you ma 
6 ſafely communicate with all Parties, as Occaſion ſhall 
do- call you, and the Sthiſmaticts here are all thoſe who are 
ant Head of the Faction, together with thoſe who foment it ; 
of for private and indifferent Perſons they may be Specta- 
ace tors of theſe Contentious as ſecurely in regard of any 
hit | - Peril of Conſcience, (for of — in Purſe or Pyfſon 
eps I keep no account,) as at a Cock - fight where a 
in- ft, who cares who hath the better? The beſt Wi 

| is, That both may periſn in the 5 Dio 
ing And for Conventides, of the Nature of which we 
re- deſire 8 _— thus much in — evidently 
4 appears, That all Meetings, an unneceſſary Separa- 
WW th ao to beſo ſtiled; ſo that in ſenſe a Conventicle 
he is nothing elſe but a Congregation of. Schiſmaticks, yet 
a- Time hath taken leave ſometimes to fix this Name u 
les good and honeſt Meetings, and that perchance not alt 
all ether without good Reaſon; for without Publick Re- 
Us : — Meetings thus it fares: Firſt, It hath been at all / 
8, E [confeſſed neceſſary, that God requires not 

u- inward and private Devotion, when Men either in heir 
of | Hearts andCloſets, or within their private Walls, pry, 
1 ; Praiſe, confeſs and acknowledge; but he farther requires 
1— all thoſe things to be done in Publick, by troops and 
at ſhoales of Men, and from hence have proc pub- 
h | lick Temples, Altars, Forms of Service, Appointed 
d Times, and the like, which are required for N. 
8 | ſemblies, yet whilſt Men were truly Pious, all Meetings 
I- , of Men for mutual Help of Piety and Devotion where- 
n 2 ſoever and by whamſdever celebrated, were permitted, 
n without Exception. | | 

is | But when it was eſpied that ill. affected Perſons abuſed 
n Private Meetings, whether Religious or Civil, to evil 
4 Ends, Religiouſneſs to groſs Impiety, as appears in the 
c | Ethnick, Elufinia, and Baccbanalia, and Chriſtian Meet- 
* | ings under the Pagan Princes, when for fear they durſt 
C | not come together ig open View, were charged with 
- | foul Imputations, as by the Report of Chriſtians them- 
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ſelves plaialy appears, and civil Meetings, many times 
under Pretence of friendly and neighbourly Viſits, _ 
ter 
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